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Professor Dhirendra Nath Majumdar (1903-1960) was born as the eldest son of Kusum 

Kumari and Rebati Mohan Majumdar in Patna on 3 June 1903. He graduated from Calcutta 

University and received his M.A. degree from the same university in 1924. In 1928, he joined 

Lucknow University as a lecturer in the Department of Economics and Sociology and remained 

there till his untimely death in 1960. He went to England in 1933 to work for his doctorate at 

Cambridge, and he was awarded his degree in 1935. Prof. Majumdar was also the Visiting 

Professor, Cornell University, USA and Visiting Lecturer, School of Oriental and African 

Studies, University of London. In 1951, he persuaded Lucknow University to start an 

independent Department of Anthropology of which he was appointed  as the Head.  At the time 

of his death, he was Professor of Anthropology and Dean of the Faculty of Arts at the University 

of Lucknow. A few among his countless outstanding contributions to the academics was the 

establishment of the Ethnographic and Folk-Culture Society (U.P.) in 1945 to collect 

ethnographic data on the folk culture of U.P. and founding a quarterly journal called The Eastern 

Anthropologist of which he remained life-long editor.  

Prof. Majumdar had a great reputation as a field ethnographer. He carried out extensive field 

investigations among the Adivasis of Jharkhand, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat. His 

method of study was to spread out long years in the area of study, interspersed by long and short 

trips. He laid stress on the learning of local Adivasi languages and gave precedence to the study 

of a whole culture over the study of a particular problem. His ethnography thus studies a wide 

range of human activities and institutions such as economy, religion, kinship, birth and death. In 

1924, he undertook fieldwork among the Hos of Kolhan in the present West Singhbhum district 

of Jharkhand in the company of the great Indian scholar and ethnographer Sarat Chandra Roy. 

Both Roy and Bronislaw Malinowski deeply influenced him. His painstaking fieldwork in 

Kolhan in 1924 resulted in the production of four research articles which were published 

simultaneously in the Journal and Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, New Series, 

Volume XX, 1924 (Baptist Mission Press, Calcutta, 1925). These articles appeared in the journal 

as Article No. 16: ‘Physical characteristics of the Hos of Kolhan’, 171- 179; Article No. 17: 

‘Some of the Characteristics of Kolarian Songs’, 181-192; Article No. 18: ‘The Traditional 

Origin of the Hos; together with a brief description of the chief Bongas (or gods) of the Hos’,  

193-197;  and Article No. 19: ‘On the Terminology of Relationship of the Hos of Kolhan’ 199-

204. These early articles of Prof. Majumdar provide rich data which supplement his later full 

scale works on the Hos of Kolhan, A Tribe in Transition, Longmans Green & Co. Ltd, London & 

New York, 1937 and The Affairs of a Tribe, Universal Publishers Ltd., Lucknow, 1950. 

Of these four articles, Article No. 17: ‘Some of the Characteristics of Kolarian Songs’ is 

being reproduced here in full for reading and reference.  
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